Police say the details she offered
about the case kept changing
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“SARASOTA COUNTY —

The state has dropped charges.

.against a man who was ac-

cused of trying to lure a South- -

side Elementary School fifth-
. grader into his car..

" Thomas Gale, 42, served two
weeks in jail early this year af-
ter an ll-year-old girl told po-
lice that he tried to lure her

into his car near the school.

The girl said Gale told her he
needed help finding his lost
dog, She said she screamed and
Gale tried to grab her back-
pack. .

Assistant State' Attorney
Craig Schaeffer said Thursday
the: charges were dropped be-
cause the girl contradicted her-
self in interviews with pohce
and prosecutors.

The girl described Gale as

" wearing a faded, green T-shirt, |
with blue jeans and dark green.

flip-flops.

She said the episode took
place about.8 am, before
school started, in-a parking lot
in the 1900 block of Bou gamvﬂ—
lea Street.

But video from parking lot
cameras at the Sweetbay Super-
market at U.S, 41 and Bahia Vis-
ta ‘Street showed Gale in a
brown UPS uniform about 8:15
a.m. ‘

Prosecutors did not get the
video until after Gale was ar-
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rested on a kidnapping charge.
The girl also initially told de-
tectives, her family and Schaef-
fer that Gale tried to grab her.
She later said that did not hap-
pen. -
And during the investiga-

[ree

tions, prosecutors learned that
the girl had made a similar ac-
cusation ' against her karate
teacher that was unfounded, .
“Unfortunately, based on
the new evidence the state was
unable to go forward,” Schaef-

- fer said.

When she reported the at-
tack on Feb. 22, the girl accu-

" rately described Gale’s 1970

sky-blue Volkswagen Beetle
and gave information for a po-
lice sketch that resembled him,

According to police, Gale

SEE CHARGES ON 6B
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was driving behind the girl’s
sister while the fifth-grader
was being dropped off at
school, and beeped his horn
at them.

When the fifth-grader got

out of her sister’s pickup,
Gale parked his car, backed
into a parking space and ap-
proached her, police said.

Gale was arrested the fol-

lowing . day after police
stopped his car on. 12th
Sireet.

He was fired from hlS job

at UPS and a judged refused
to reduce his $500,000 bail
in March 7. He posted bail
and was released from the Sa-
rasota County jail the same
day.
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Gale declined to comment

Wednesday night. His attor-
ney, James Dirmann, did not
return phone calls. ‘



